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"Nearly all the sheep ranchers in Blue Gum Valley rode horses or drove jeeps to check on their

sheep. But Joshua Summerhayes liked to run...with Yellow Dog trailing behind him." So it's no

surprise when Joshua decides to enter a race from Melbourne to Sydney. People laugh when old

Joshua shows up in his overalls and gumboots, calmly nibbling a slice of pumpkin for energy. But

then he pulls into the lead, and folks are forced to sit up and take notice. Inspired by a true event

(and just in time for fall's pumpkin harvest!) a talented team introduces a humble and generous hero

who knows that winning isn't always the reason to run a race. Marsha Diane Arnold made "an

impressive debut" (School Library Journal) with the multi-award-winning Heart of a Tiger (Dial). Brad

Sneed most recently illustrated Smoky Mountain Rose (Dial), an American Bookseller Pick of the

Lists that Publishers Weekly said will "make readers 'happy as a pig in a peanut patch.' " Marsha

Diane Arnold lives in Sebastopol, California. Brad Sneed lives in Prairie Village, Kansas.
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What a good one on one read this one is...as a matter of fact, it makes a very nice group read

too!As noted by the author, this children's book is based on the true story and was inspired by a

fellow in Australia, Cliff Young, who at the age of 61 meandered through the famous (infamous



race...depending on how you look at it) from Sydney to Melbourne, a total of 542 miles, and actually

won; beating all of the younger contenders! Like the hero of the story featured in this book, Cliff

shared the $10,000.00 winnings with the other participants of the race. Our book hero, like Cliff, is

around 61 years old.This is the story of an old sheep rancher, Joshua Summerhayes and his dog,

which goes by the name of Yellow Dog. From a small lad, Joshua ran; he ran everywhere, but for

the most part ran after his sheep and back and forth from the family pumpkin patch. He and the

great-great-great grandparent of Yellow Dog ran after the sheep, taking care of the flock on into the

current times when others used trucks, jeeps, planes, motorcycles and such. No, Joshua and

Yellow dog did it my foot and a goodly run, with Joshua wearing only his gumboots as foot

wear.Joshua was for the most part fueled by Pumpkins. He simply could not get enough of the

wonderful pumpkins his family raised in their own patch. One day, when Joshua, now an old man,

and Yellow Dog, no longer a puppy himself, were setting on the porch after a long run over to

Bandicoot Creek, Joshua read a flyer advertising the 12 Annual Koalo-K Race. He and Yellow Dog

decide to run.What follows is a story of that race; of Joshua and Yellow Dog, of gum boots and

slices of pumpkin to keep him going.
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